
If you have any or all of the above signs of a 

rodent infestation, your next step would be 

to find, and eliminate their entrance into 

your home and/or yard. 
 

 Start your investigation at the exterior of your home.  You want to look for areas 

that provide food, harborage, and water.  For example, wood piles, piles or 

stacks of refuse, shrubs, birdfeeders, attics, crawl spaces, cupboards, closets, 

and food storage areas.  As for how they enter your home, watch areas around 

windows, door thresholds, utility lines, rooftops, and downspouts.   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Excluding Rodents From Your Yard 

 
 All rubbish piles and refuse need to be eliminated 
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 Landscaped areas need to be properly maintained with wood piles elevated off 

the ground 
 

 
 

 Garbage cans and dumpsters should have tight fitting lids 

                

 Rodents can live off of the spilled and surplus food from bird feeders and pet 

food 

                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiB-b_Eq9LLAhWHHD4KHQtFD4oQjRwIBw&url=http://www.goddardfarm.com/winter_weather&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNEATmfeX-2MFlLvnScP9nVK1P3akg&ust=1458668953273123
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwigrMPZq9LLAhXCFT4KHat5BoYQjRwIBw&url=http://www.khansdesserts.com/landscaping-ideas-for-small-yards/impressive-landscaping-ideas-for-small-yards-x-in-kb/&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNFJKu3ytsrl9YtXjrDPyFswzMs3aQ&ust=1458669010654026
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiazYidrNLLAhUEeT4KHZrPDoQQjRwIBw&url=https://outdoortrashcan.wordpress.com/&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHl6LSMyD9Gxwjvn_QWlW9V5qNqmw&ust=1458669153234247
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.costamesadumpsters.com/&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNERN_JitArgq0uqpU5nRlEXj3dKHQ&ust=1458669194306291
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwju0uO4rtLLAhVLWD4KHU4aBYYQjRwIBw&url=http://shopping.rspb.org.uk/birds-wildlife/bird-feeders.html&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNGyH8I5BVP3BNCZx2T9YS5_H1Pyrg&ust=1458669699922407
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwi3h4nwrtLLAhXBdD4KHTZFAoUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.petsmart.com/cat/bowls-feeders/cat-36-catid-200010&bvm=bv.117218890,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNG2ATPe0w_9Lc-ikjKFrHy8hOSozw&ust=1458669804625506


Keeping them out of your house 
 

 
 

 Check openings under doors, add flashing or appropriate material to close the 

gap.  Remember, rats can enter a space greater than 1/2" and mice a space 

greater than 1/4". 

 In spaces created by utilities, gaps around chimneys, gaps under flashing and 

holes in roof tiles, a metal mesh (such as steel or copper wool) can be used to 

plug the holes. 

 Larger holes, such as in attic vents,  a wire mesh can be used to prohibit the 

entrance of rodents. 
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